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SUBJECT: ETHIOPIAN PRINCESSES 

REF: USUN 4492 (NOTAL) 

1. REFTEL REPORTS CONVERSATION BETWEEN ZEWDE GABRE- 
SELLASSIE, FORMER ETHIOPIAN FOREIGN MINISTER, AND USUN 
COUNSELLOR GARMENT IN WHICH THE FORMER EXPRESSED CONCERN 
FOR THE FATE OF ETHIOPIAN PRINCESSES NOW DETAINED IN 

ADDIS ABABA. ON SEPTEMBER 25, EMBASSY OFFICER HERE RE- 
CEIVED PHONE CALL FROM MICHAEL MENGESHA, SON OF ONE OF 
THE PRINCESSES, TELLING THE SAME STORY AND EXPRESSING 
EQUAL ANXIETY. 

2. MENGESHA, ALTHOUGH GRATEFUL FOR USG EFFORTS IN 
THWARTING THE RUMORED EXECUTION OF THE WOMEN TWO WEEKS 
AGO, SAYS THE DIRG NOW WILL EFFECT THE SAME RESULT BY A 
SLOWER, HARSHER METHOD. HE REPORTED THE ELEVEN PRIN 
CESSES ARE PRESENTLY DETAINED "FOR THEIR OWN PROTECTION" 

IN AN ADDIS JAIL, CONFINED IN A SMALL CELL LACKING RUDI- 
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FIVE OTHER PRISONERS. HE DOUBTS THE WOMEN CAN LONG 
SURVIVE THESE CONDITIONS. MENGESHA HOPES THE USG MIGHT 
CONSIDER INTERVENING WITH THE DIRG TO PERSUADE THEM AT 
LEAST TO RETURN THE PRINCESSES TO THEIR FORMER AND 
MORE ACCEPTABLE PLACE OF DETENTION. HE CONTENDS THAT BE- 
CAUSE TWO OF THE PRINCESSES PROBABLY HAVE INFORMATION TO 
CORROBORATE STORIES THAT THE EMPEROR WAS MURDERED, THERE 
IS EVEN MORE CAUSE FOR ALARM ABOUT THEIR SAFETY. 

3. EMBOFF REPLIED THAT MANY GOVERNMENTS WERE CONCERNED 
WITH THE HUMANE TREATMENT OF THE ROYAL FAMILY AS DEMON- 
STRATED EARLIER THIS MONTH. HE SAID HE WOULD CONVEY 
MENGESHA'S APPREHENSIONS TO EMBASSY ADDIS AND THE DE- 
PARTMENT AND WOULD PASS ON ANY INFORMATION WE MIGHT HAVE. 
MENGESHA STRESSED THAT HE HAD NO POLITICAL INTEREST IN 
THE CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE PRINCESSES, ONLY A FILIAL 
ANXIETY. 

RICHARDSON 
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